
 

 

August 19, 2021 
 
Dear Hudsonville Parents: 
 
With the school year quickly approaching, I wanted to connect with you regarding a few 
timely topics. Over the past several months we have had passionate conversations about 
important subjects such as the health measures within our district and the ways we work to 
ensure we are creating a safe and inclusive environment for all Hudsonville students. As a 
community, we may not always share the same perspective on specific issues. At the same 
time, I sincerely hope we can all respect one another, and recognize we come to these 
conversations wanting to do what’s right for our students, our district, and our community. 
 
The students we serve at Hudsonville Public Schools deserve the best. We have had to 
adjust our definition of the “best” learning environment over the last two school years as we 
have responded to the challenges of teaching students during a global pandemic. To ensure 
we continue providing the highest quality learning experience for all our students, we’ve 
spent the summer months discussing ways to continue providing an encouraging and safe 
environment. This has included aligning our safety protocols with the recommendations of 
local health experts, as well as discussing ways to create a space that is welcoming for all 
students. 
 
As you’ve heard me mention in the past, we’ve been working alongside consultants 
specializing in diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging to ensure our staff members have 
the resources necessary to foster supportive environments for all students, without 
exception. Based on feedback we have received and discussions with the Board of 
Education, we have decided to no longer utilize Culture Creative consultants, and to adopt 
a different approach to engage our parents and students. It is still vitally important that we 
remain committed as a district to continuous growth as it relates to these important topics. 
Thus, we will continue to learn and broaden our knowledge on how to enable success for 
our faculty and staff, as our team remains committed to creating settings that are welcoming 
for our students. We will continue to focus on academics while providing support for those 
students in need. 
 
Over the next few weeks, we will remain in close contact with our community as we enter 
the new school year. I ask for your continued patience as we navigate the ever-changing 
environment caused by the pandemic. 
 
We’re truly looking forward to welcoming back students and seeing all they accomplish this 
school year. Thank you, and Go Eagles! 
 

 
Doug VanderJagt, Ph.D. 
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The mission of Hudsonville Public Schools is to educate, challenge, and inspire all learners to become  
contributing, responsible members of a global society. 
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