
 

Senior Career & College 
Planning Handbook  

 

 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to call us at 669-1500, ext. 2 for the Main Campus and 669-1510 
for the Freshman Campus.  

 
 

High School Counselors  
Becky Dawson (A - De) - rdawson@hpseagles.net - Located at Main Campus 
 Carrie Thomas (Df-H) - cthomas@hpseagles.net - Located at Main Campus 

Rick Bolhuis (I-Mn) - rbolhuis@hpseagles.net - Located at Main Campus 
Erica Hoff (Mo-So) - ehoff@hpseagles.net - Located at Freshman Campus 

Liesel Kennedy (Sp-Z) - lkenned@hpseagles.net - Located at Freshman Campus  
 
 

bit.ly/HudHSCounseling  
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Increase Your Earning Power 
College and trade-school graduates have more earning power! 

 

 
 

● High school graduates earn $430,000 more over their lifetimes than high school dropouts. 
● Potentially double your lifetime income by graduating from college. 
● An Associate’s degree is worth $390,000 more than a high school diploma. 
● A Bachelor’s degree is worth $1.2 million more than a high school diploma. 
● A Doctorate (Ph.D.) is worth $1.7 million more than a Bachelor’s degree. 
● A Professional (law or medical) degree is worth $2.9 million more than a Bachelor’s degree. 

 

● All of the highest paying jobs require a college degree.  
● Jobs for college graduates include better benefits, such as health insurance and retirement 

plans. 
 

● College graduates have half the unemployment rates of high school graduates and better job 
security. 

● There are many more jobs available for college graduates than high school graduates. 
 

 

Source: FastWeb.com 

 

 



 

Hudsonville High School 
Senior Year Pre-College Checklist 

 
 

September/October ❏ Attend local college nights and open houses. 
❏ Meet with admissions representatives @ HHS. 
❏ Visit college campuses. 
❏ Narrow college choices to 3-5 schools. 
❏ Complete college applications and register at 

www.parchment.com to send transcripts. 
❏ Register and take ACT/SAT, if needed. 
❏ Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center at 

www.ncaaeligibilitycenter.org or the NAIA Eligibility Center at 
www.playnaia.org, if interested in college athletics. 

❏ Research public/private sector scholarships using 
www.fastweb.com, school announcements, the Hudsonville 
Scholarship File on the HHS Guidance Office website, etc. 

❏ Discuss with selected colleges about their academic 
scholarships. 

October through 
February 

❏ Submit FAFSA at www.fafsa.ed.gov (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid). 

November 1 ❏ Early Action Deadline for College Applications.  For your best 
chance to be admitted to competitive colleges, apply before 
Nov 1. 

February through April ❏ Look for Student Aid Report (SAR) or other notification 
regarding Financial Aid Awards 

Prior to May 1 ❏ Finalize college plans 
❏ Alert the college of: 

❏ Financial Aid Acceptance 
❏ Housing Plans (if necessary, pay a deposit) 

May ❏ AP Exams 
❏ Senior Exams 
❏ Graduation Ceremony 

June ❏ Request for your final transcripts to be sent at 
www.parchment.com. 

❏ If applicable, send AP scores, CLEP scores, or articulation 
documents to your college of choice. 
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College Application Tips 
 

❏ All colleges prefer online applications - look on the college’s website. 

❏ Be sure to follow all the instructions on the application, use correct capitalization and 

punctuation - you want to make a good impression.  

❏ Check all deadlines. (i.e. Early Action, Scholarships, etc.) 

❏ Need help writing your application essays.  Check out these tips. 

❏ You will need to pay an application fee for most college applications.  However, if you are on 

free or reduced lunch, there is a nationally recognized fee waiver form available at 

http://bit.ly/NACACfeewaiver that you can download and have signed by your counselor.  If 

you forgot to sign up for free or reduced lunch this year, make sure to do so in order to enjoy 

these great savings benefits. 

❏ Register at www.parchment.com to request transcripts for schools not using the Common 

App or Coalition App systems. 

❏ Follow up with your counselor to make sure they’ve received online notification to submit 

materials through the Parchment, Common Application, or Coalition Application systems. 

❏ Have college applications submitted by the end of October, Thanksgiving at the latest.  

❏ College Application Week will be hosted for our seniors the final week of October.  Computer 

labs and assistance will be available during school hours for all seniors. 

❏ If you need a letter of recommendation from your teacher and/or counselor, make sure you 

give at least 1 week’s notice before the due date and provide the recommender with 

additional information, such as extracurricular activities. 

❏ If you have any questions don’t hesitate to ask! 
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Parchment 
 

You should have received an email from Parchment prompting you to create an account.  If you 
have not done so, please use the link in that email to get started - it will save you a ton of time. 

 
 
 

 



 

Scholarships & Other Financial Aid 
 
What are scholarships? 
 
Scholarships are gifts that are usually given for special talents, academic abilities, writing essays, 
etc. These are sponsored by colleges or universities, organizations, businesses, churches, etc. and 
do not need to be paid back.  
 
Where can I find scholarships? 
 
There is no one source to find scholarships. However, the following 3 sources are a good starting 
point: 

1. College or University website: Look for the Financial Aid page on a college’s website to 
find the scholarships that their institution offers to incoming freshmen.  This is often the 
biggest source of scholarship money for students. 

2. The Hudsonville High School Scholarship File:  The Hudsonville High School Counseling 
Office manages “The Hudsonville Scholarship File.”  This file houses information about local, 
state, and national scholarships.  There are also tabs for “Search Engines” and “College 
Scholarship Website Links” at the top of the page.  It can be found by visiting 
http://bit.ly/HudHSCounseling, selecting Scholarships/Fin Aid then The Hudsonville 
Scholarship File. 

3. Scholarship Search Engine Websites: If you check out “THE HUDSONVILLE 
SCHOLARSHIP FILE” on our Guidance Office website, we have listed a number of search 
engines that we trust.  Below are a couple of the most popular ones.  These websites are 
free.  You would create a profile, and the website will match up scholarships that fit your 
profile. 

● www.fastweb.com 
● www.scholarships.com 

What are grants? 
 
Often confused with scholarships, grants tend to be need-based and are available to students based 
on criteria such as family income. They are funds provided by the Federal and state governments 
and do not need to be paid back.  The Pell Grant is a well-known federal grant program. 
State-funded grants ordinarily go to students pursuing an education in that state. 
 
What are student loans? 
 
There are a variety of student/education loans available to students.  Like any loan, the funds you 
borrow must be repaid with interest.  Federal student loans are financing options provided by the 
federal government through the Department of Education.  The good news is that student loans from 
the government offer low fixed interest rates and generous repayment terms.  
 
Privately funded student loans are available but typically offer higher interest rates and shorter 
repayment terms. 
 
Please note - to qualify for federal student loans, federal and state grants, and many scholarships, 
families must work with their student to complete the FAFSA each year they desire to receive these 
types of aid. 
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fastweb provides a large bulletin with detailed information about financial aid at 
https://www.fastweb.com/nfs/fastweb/static/educators-2016/FAFSA_Step_by_Step_2016.pdf. 
 
Below is the page outlining steps in filing the FAFSA. 
 

 

https://www.fastweb.com/nfs/fastweb/static/educators-2016/FAFSA_Step_by_Step_2016.pdf


 

College-Bound Student-Athletes 
 
Students who wish to play college athletics must meet specific academic requirements to be eligible 
to be on the roster, practice, or receive scholarship dollars.  If you are considering playing athletics 
at the NCAA Division I, NCAA Division II, or NAIA levels - please alert your counselor so they can 
assist you in checking your initial college eligibility.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 



 

 
 
  

 



 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM (AP) 
 
What is it?:  Advanced Placement is a program of college-level courses and exams for high school 
students.  Students who successfully participate in the program may earn college credit at more than 
3000 colleges and universities. 
 
How do I participate in AP?:  You can participate in two ways: 1) take an AP course offered at 
HHS and take the AP exam or 2) indicate to your counselor that you are interested in taking an AP 
exam by the middle of October so they can direct the student where to . 
 
When & where are the exams?:  The exams are administered at HHS in the beginning of May. 
 
What are the subject areas tested by AP?:  AP exams are given in many subject areas including 
Art, Sciences, Languages, History and Government, Mathematics, and English.  Check 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses for a full list of AP courses. 
 
How do I know what credits my college offers?  Visit 
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies for a searchable 
database or visit the college’s website and search for AP credit policy. 
 

COLLEGE-LEVEL EXAMINATION PROGRAM (CLEP) 
 
What is it?:  CLEP examinations cover material taught in courses that most students take as 
requirements in their first two years of college.  A college usually grants the same amount of credit to 
students earning satisfactory scores on the CLEP examination as it grants to students successfully 
completing the course.  
 
How can I learn more about CLEP?:  For comprehensive descriptions of the CLEP examinations, 
a list of where students can be tested, and a list of colleges granting credit for satisfactory scores on 
CLEP exams, check www.collegeboard.com/clep or call 1 (800) 257-9558. 
 
When should a student take an AP or CLEP exam?:  If students take an AP course they should 
take an AP examination.  If the student is taking a high level course that is not a specific AP course, 
they should consider CLEP as an option. 
 
How do I know what credits my college offers?  Visit 
https://clep.collegeboard.org/school-policy-search for a searchable database or visit the college’s 
website and search for CLEP credit policy. 
 

ARTICULATION 
 
What is it?:  Articulation is a process of earning college credit for skills and/or knowledge mastered 
at the high school level.  Students can articulate credit from many of Hudsonville High School 
Business courses and Careerline Tech Center program when they attend specific colleges with 
articulation agreements.. 
 
Where can I get credit?:  Currently HHS has articulation agreements with Davenport and Baker 
College.  Careerline Tech Center has agreements with Davenport, Baker, Ferris, and Grand Rapids 
Community College. 
 
How can I get credit?:  In most cases you have to notify your teacher and fill out the appropriate 
forms to submit to the college. 
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